Frequently Asked Questions
What is happening in Portsmouth in 2026?
Portsmouth is completing a 3-year property revaluation. In March, new value notices will be mailed by Vision Government Solutions, a firm that has conducted property revaluations in Portsmouth and other Rhode Island communities for many years.
What is a property revaluation?
A revaluation updates the assessed value of all properties, so they reflect current real estate market conditions. Property taxes are based on value, so assessments must be updated periodically to keep taxation fair and uniform. Assessors use a process called mass appraisal. This method values groups of properties using common data, standardized appraisal methods, and statistical testing to produce consistent and accurate values.
Why are revaluations necessary?
Property values change over time. Revaluations ensure that the tax burden is distributed fairly among property owners based on current market conditions. Rhode Island now requires more frequent revaluations than in the past. Prior to the late 1990s, revaluations often occurred only every ten years, which sometimes caused large swings in tax bills.
Do other states conduct regular revaluations?
Yes. Revaluation cycles vary by state. Some states, including Massachusetts, revalue property every year to maintain accurate assessments.
If my property value increases, will my taxes increase?
Not necessarily. When property values increase, the tax rate decreases. The tax rate will be recalculated after the revaluation. Please avoid applying the 2025 tax rate to the new proposed values.
Is a revaluation used to raise more tax revenue?
No. Revaluations are revenue neutral. They redistribute the tax burden based on updated values but do not determine how much revenue the town collects. Rhode Island law also includes a Levy Limit, which caps annual increases in the property tax levy at 4%. A revaluation does not change this rule.
Will every property change in value?
Most properties will see some change, but values do not change uniformly. Market trends vary by location, property type, style, and price range. Some properties may increase more than others.
What if I have questions or disagree with my value?
Your value notice will include instructions for scheduling an informal hearing with Vision Government Solutions. You do not need a private appraisal to attend. The firm will review your concerns and adjust the value if appropriate.
What if I still disagree after the hearing?
You maintain the right to file a formal appeal with the Town Assessor.
Where can I learn more?
More information about the revaluation process is available at:
https://www.vgsi.com/taxpayer-revaluation-information


