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2022 Living History Event
November 12th, 2022

Event Overview
The 54th Regiment of Foot is hosting an event on behalf of the Battle of Rhode Island/Butts Hill Fort
Restoration Committee. The objective of this event is to give the public an idea of what life might have
been like at Butts Hill Fort during the American Revolution. This event would help bring awareness to
the mission of the BHFR committee and the BORI Association.

Members from the Artillery Company of Newport and the 54th Regiment of Foot

5th CT and Kingston Reds

United Train of Artillery

Photos from the 2021 Event, Courtesy of Nate Minese

Details
On November 12th the 54th RoF will be hosting a living history event at Butts Hill Fort. The fort is
behind Portsmouth High school, located at 120 Education Lane Portsmouth RI 02871. The event hours
of operation will run from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm. The attending units will set up small encampments to
show the public what a soldier's life was like during the American Revolution. Units will hold drills and
firing demonstrations for the public. Artillery units will have cannon demonstrations throughout the day.
There will be a morning battle and an afternoon battle. American and British units will start from
opposite ends of the fort and work their way towards the center.

Arrival and Parking
Participating units will arrive NLT 9:00 am. Reenactors with trailers and vans may park on Fort Street.
Please do not park next to the entrance. Park in the highlighted portion of the map. Those participants
who are not towing a trailer please park at the Portsmouth High School. There is a trail that leads to the
fort from the parking lot. Food and drinks will be provided to the participants. Please see the maps
below:

Area closer to the gate will be used for people who require handicapped parking

Trailer and Van Parking

The highlighted section indicates the areas that have been cleared of vegetation.

British units will be set up on the right side of the Redoubt and American units will be set up
on the left side. If the ground is too wet on either side both sides will be set up next to each
other.

Parking lot located at the Portsmouth High School

Safety
Safety is everyone's responsibility. Artillery units must set up boundaries and have safety
officers out when the cannon(s) are operational. Infantry units, please make sure that people are
at a safe distance when performing drills and firing. Units, please inspect your equipment and
weapons prior to the start time. During the battles, I would like to see a few volunteers out on
the sidelines making sure guests do not enter the reenactor's field of fire. The guest must
remain on the sidelines during these events at all times.

Event Schedule
0730-0900 Units Arrive and set up
0945 Safety Briefing and Inspection
1000 Cannon fires to indicate that the event has started
1000-1030 Cannon Demonstration by UTA and the ACN
1030-1045 American Units Drill (Firing Demo)
1045-1100 British Units Drill (Firing Demo)
1100-1130 Battle in the Fort
1200-1245 Units break for Lunch
1245-1315 Cannon Demonstration
1330-1400 Final Battle
1400-1430 Closing Statements
1430-1500 Event Ends
1500-1600 Butts Hill Fort is cleaned and secured

****NOTHING FOLLOWS****

